
 

 

Ardgay & District Community Council        
 
          Draft Minutes of meeting held on Monday,  

          9
th
 January 2012 at 7pm in Ardgay Church Hall 

 
Present:  Elected members: David Hannah, Chair (DH), Peter Armstrong, Secretary (PA), Phil Olson 
(PO), Marion Turner (MT), Betty Wright (BW), Bob Sendall (BS) 
Also present:  Highland Councillor Linda Munro (LM)  
Member of the public: Colin Mitchell 
Minute Secretary:   Mary Goulder (MG) 
Apologies:  Alan Lawrence, Treasurer (AL), David Laver (DL) 
 
Items 1/2.  Welcome/Apologies (see above) As Chair David Hannah welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and expressed optimism for the year ahead. 
Item 3.  Minutes of December meeting.  The minutes from 12 December 2011 were accepted as a 
true and accurate record; proposed: Marion Turner; seconded: Peter Armstrong. 
Non-agenda item.  The Lady Ross. The Chair invited Colin Mitchell to address the meeting to give an 
up to date and accurate account of the current situation regarding The Lady Ross premises.  Colin was 
grateful for the opportunity to put the record straight and to scotch the many rumours in the village as to 
the history leading up to the present day.  The building was closed after the fire and problems with the 
Bank of Scotland regarding insurance cover led to ownership of the building transferring to the Trustee, 
KMPG. Colin wishes it clearly understood that he and his wife see The Lady Ross as their home and 
they are in full communication with the Trustee with regard to its upkeep and possible future uses.  As 
an Ardgay resident of some thirty years he is as keen as anyone to see an upturn in the fortunes of the 
village and would welcome any ideas or support with a view to re-instating The Lady Ross as a viable 
and valuable business with a good community function.  The recent reports regarding work on the roof 
of the building have been misleading.  At the time the work was stopped, Colin, understanding that he 
was responsible for Health and Safety issues with, and the upkeep of, the building, had set in motion at 
his own expense a full programme to repair the roof with new batons, felt, waterproofing and coping 
thus ensuring that the roof was both safe and weatherproof. Permission regarding access for the work 
had been received from the Hall Committee.  The work was stopped as the slates were being removed, 
leaving the roof in an under-protected condition.  Highland Council Building Control officers have stated 
in a letter that they are happy the roof is now safer since the removal of the slates but it remains for the 
contractor to complete a weatherproof covering, which has not been possible due to the recent bad 
weather.  Colin believes that the proposed polythene sheeting will not be substantial enough to 
withstand the winter weather.  The matter is currently at a standstill awaiting the next decision by 
KPMG.  Phil Olson enquired as to whether the Community Council can do anything to help.  It was 
agreed that a statement should be issued from the CC in support of Mr and Mrs Mitchell in their efforts 
to see the building once again operating to the benefit of the village.  This is a prime site and should be 
utilised.  Its revitalisation is of vital importance to the visual appearance of the village and would go a 
long way towards an overall improvement to the village generally. 
The Chair thanked Colin for attending the meeting and clarifying the situation. Colin left at 7.25pm. 
[Post-meeting. The CC has been advised that work has commenced on the roof of The Lady Ross.] 
Item 4.  Matters arising from December minutes.  (1) School transport.  Cllr Munro advised that the 
transport of exam year children will continue until June 2012.  (2). Flower tubs. Marion is still working 
to source half barrels for this. (3) Christmas lights. Problems with sockets on lighting poles will be 
rectified in good time for the next festive display.  All the lights and equipment have now been passed 
to Paul Whittock at Ardgay Garage; he has undertaken to look after their upkeep and re-erecting next 
season.  Discussions continue with Highland Council with a view to enabling three lighting poles at the 
school to take Christmas decorations. (4). Ardgay Hill-Oakwood Place footpath. A meeting is 
scheduled for this week with Matt Dent and members of the CC after which Matt Dent will report to Cllr 



 

 

Munro who will take the matter forward with the Tenants Association Officer. LM Action. (5) Standing 
water at Culrain station. Still no replies from Scot Rail or SEPA.  The Chair pointed out the Health and 
Safety issues due to contamination.  As people are forced to wade or cycle through the water, which is 
quite deep in places, their clothing, shoes, bikes, etc are all at risk due to the animal waste present in 
the standing water.  Cllr Munro will discuss the matter with the Environmental Health Department and 
report back. LM Action. (6) KOSDT update.  No report available as yet for December due to holidays.  
A meeting is to be arranged with relevant participants from the CC and Highland Council regarding bike 
stands, notice boards, etc in both Ardgay and Bonar Bridge.  Marion will advise on progress at the next 
meeting.  MT Action. (7) Signatories.  Changes to banking arrangements will be carried out now the 
holiday period is over.  Peter will become second signatory for cheques. PA/AL Action. (8) Pylon at 
Oldtown. Unfortunately during the removal of the equipment and security cover at this site damage 
was sustained to the cattle grid.  John Clark of Highland Council acted swiftly to sandbag the grid to 
maintain safety but no other steps have been taken towards further repairs and tidying up. The area 
remains unsuitable for walking meantime. Morven Smith and Eric Grant of SSE have indicated a wish 
to attend the next CC meeting to discuss further. (9) Proactive consultation with the community. No 
action taken over the holiday period.  The Chair will talk to Jeanie Sparling who previously had some 
good ideas in this regard.  Peter and others find a good opportunity to liaise with local residents is 
provided when delivering the CC newsletter.  (10) Associate Members.   It was reiterated that Angela 
Marwick has agreed to help with communications regarding the fish farm but she does not wish to 
become an Associate Member at this time. 
Non-agenda items.  During the ‘Matters arising’ discussions Cllr Munro advised that Highland Council 
intends to put more money into road repairs and maintenance, with particular attention to drainage 
problems and potholes, throughout the region. The problem of inadequate road signs was raised, with 
emphasis on the current closure signs on the Struie B9176.  More detailed signage is required as the 
basic ‘Road Closed’ indicates the complete length of the road is impassable when in fact the hill 
crossing can still be made by use of the byway through Alness.  Cllr Munro agreed to raise the issue 
with the appropriate HC department.  LM Action.   Bob Sendall pointed out the inappropriate placing in 
Ardgay of the ‘Road Closed’ sign with regard to flooding at the Bailey bridge in Strathoykel. Traffic on 
the main road cannot see the sign and will often carry on through Bonar Bridge and Rosehall before 
discovering the closure.  He was advised to talk to John Clark in the HC office in Bonar to request 
another sign on the main road. BS Action. 
Discussion then moved to the closed swing bridge at Braes/Tuiteam which has been closed for 
approximately two years being deemed unsafe.  When the Bailey bridge is closed due to flooding, 
Strathoykel residents are faced with a thirty mile drive to reach Rosehall compared to the usual a mile 
and a half.  If the Bridge at Braes was open and safe to use, residents could arrange pick up points on 
either side of the river and save considerable inconvenience.  In the past it has proved impossible to 
find any official body prepared to accept responsibility for the bridge which is ‘Listed’ by Historic 
Scotland and owned by Highland Council.  An application to secure footpath funding was previously 
turned down.  An estimate for an engineering survey was costed at around £4,000.  Such a survey 
would be essential to establish what work needs to be done. Possibly this money could be sourced 
through European funding.  It has been established that Highland Council was responsible for the 
bridge in the past. Bob agreed to email Cllr Munro with details and she will look into the situation with 
HC. BS/LM Action. 
Item 5. Correspondence.  Peter has received acknowledgements for letters sent regarding the 
Glenmorie windfarm proposals and the damaged pylon issue.  A thank you letter has been received 
from the Bonar Bridge & Ardgay Golf Club for their recently approved award from the Beinn Tharsuinn 
Windfarm Community Benefit Fund.  The Chair thanked Peter for circulating details and directions with 
regard to tonight’s meeting. 
Item 6.  Treasurer’s report.  Alan Lawrence had circulated a report dated 5th January giving the 
current account balances. The Treasurer’s Account balance stands at £2094.08, Project Account: 



 

 

£4744.80 with an outstanding bill for the winter edition of the newsletter still to pay; the Toilets Account 
stands at £7.65. The Chair advised that a further £25 has been received in donations towards the 
newsletter costs bringing that total to £37. 
Item 7.  Beinn Tharsuinn Windfarm funding applications.   There was only one application for 
consideration, that of the Kyle of Sutherland Youth Development Group.  Hayley Bangs had kindly 
responded with further information in support of the application but it was decided to postpone any 
decision until next month as it is understood further meetings and discussions are taking place with the 
Youth Group representatives and the KOSDT. Consideration must be given to utilising existing empty 
buildings, such as the old Migdale Hospital or perhaps The Lady Ross; this could prove more sensible 
and cost effective than erecting new ones.  Cllr Munro stressed that funding could be forthcoming for 
intergenerational projects, and multi-group use of existing facilities might be well placed in this regard.  
The Big Lottery might be another good funding source. Concern was expressed regarding the imminent 
closure of the Alladale County Store and Cafe.  It is understood that the estate offices will be moved 
into the premises, but the cafe will be a loss to the village and will particularly affect the many cyclists 
who have become used its facilities. 
Item 8.  Windfarms update.  Sallachy.  Once again issues of cumulative effect and aviation lights 
were raised as reasons for comment.  The visual impact from the roadway along Loch Shin will be 
noticed for almost the complete length of the road – one which is a major tourist route.  The Sallachy 
turbines will simply add to the substantial numbers already visible. It was agreed that a letter making 
these comments should be sent. MT/PA Action. 
Betty Wright expressed her own opinions regarding windfarms in general, noting that from her 
discussions with people in their 20s and 30s it would appear their concerns differ from those of the 
older age groups. Several suggestions for a change of approach and use of community benefit were 
made, such as using the infrastructure of windfarms as long distance cycle routes, use of community 
benefit funds to set up charging places for electric vehicles, sponsoring apprenticeships and 
engineering study places.  The Chair indicated that many of these uses are already in place or being 
considered. He stressed that the CC support for objections is about local effects and not a general anti-
windfarm policy.  Cllr Munro advised that she now has a seat on the Rural Affairs and Climate Change 
Committee at Highland Council.  She hopes to work towards a better consultation amongst all 
concerned parties and emphasised that the concerns and ideas of individuals must be heard. Bob 
expressed his own opinion on windfarms which has changed in recent times from being a positive to a 
negative one as he sees no benefits accruing to the local area while energy costs continue to rise.  He 
meets many tourists through his business and hears many of them complain of the spoiled countryside.  
The visual impact throughout the area is immense. Further good uses for community benefit were put 
forward such as sustainable heating policies, a communal heating scheme, local ownership of turbines, 
cut to energy standing order costs and VAT on fuel in appropriate postcode areas. 
Item 9.  KOSDT update. See at Matters arising (6) above. 
Item 10.  Ward Forum.   As stated last month the next Ward Forum will be in Lairg on Saturday 28th 
January. The topic will be housing.  Relevant comments and questions should be submitted to Andy 
Mackay, Ward Manager, ahead of the meeting.  
Item 11.  Procedures for Minutes. Mary Goulder had asked for a brief discussion to lay out the style 
and procedure for issuing of Minutes.  The style currently shown on the website for the draft minutes 
was agreed.  Mary will produce a pre-draft copy of Minutes following each meeting and send it to the 
Chair and Secretary for their comments/amendments.  Thereafter a draft copy will be circulated to allow 
members to add their comments/amendments after which a final draft version will be circulated and 
placed on the website prior to full approval at the next meeting. 
Item 12.  AOCB.  (1) Alladale Estate fences.  Betty enquired about the legality of the ‘Keep Out’ 
signs.  The Chair will raise the question with Matt Dent when he meets him this week.  DH Action. 
(2) Consultations between Highland Council and Community Councils.  Cllr Munro wishes to 
improve the avenues of communication between these two bodies and offered to arrange for a high 



 

 

ranking official to attend a Community Council meeting to answer questions and listen to the feelings of 
the local community.  She feels much could be gained from such a meeting; that officials must improve 
their community engagement with greater respect being shown to the community.  It is felt by some CC 
members that many Council officials have forgotten what their role is about and that an impression of 
arrogance exists in some.  Many good people also work in Highland Council but a change of attitude in 
others must be brought about.  Cllr Munro will advise the Chair should either the Chief Executive or his 
Deputy agree to attend in Ardgay.  LM Action. 
(3) Changes to prescribing in health centres.  Peter visited their website after he had received word 
that changes were being made by NHS Highland but there was no information available.  He later 
established that no changes are to be made at the Bonar Bridge Surgery. 
(4) Late night bus service.  Peter wondered if there is any scope for a late night bus service to 
connect with the train which terminates in Tain at 10pm leaving travellers stranded there unless friends 
or relatives can meet them.  Perhaps there might be the option to extend the train service to Ardgay?   
A survey could be carried out by Scot Rail to ascertain the need for such an extension.  A contract 
could be given to the local bus operatives to meet the train. 
Agenda item next meeting for further discussion. 
(5) Community Benefit Working Group.  Marion indicated concerns that local negotiating rights could 
be lost should the Pan-Highland system come into force.  Cllr Munro stated there have been difficult 
situations caused due to local feelings over Community Benefit awards which could be avoided by 
changes to the system. The CC will keep a watching brief as matters progress. 
(6) Phone boxes.  The Chair advised that the CC had purchased two old style red phone boxes from 
BT but so far only knew of the whereabouts of one.  It is situated at Achnahanet; he has pressed BT to 
indicate which is the other.  Correspondence continues. 
(7) Association of Scottish Community Councils.  It appears that this organisation is hoping to re-
establish itself and plans a meeting in March.  It was felt that little was ever gained from membership in 
the past and that if the organisation has realistic ideas of restarting it should come out into the country 
and meet the CCs in their own areas rather than expect representatives to travel to a southern central 
point.  The Chair will bring any further information available to the next meeting. 
(8) Donation for use of Church Hall.   It was agreed that a donation of £15 should be made in respect 
of use of the room in the church hall for tonight’s meeting, cheque payable to Kincardine Parish Church.  
AL Action. 
Date of next meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Monday 13th February 2012 at 7pm in Ardgay 
Hall.                                                                                  
 

 Meeting closed at 9.20pm. 


