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Minutes of meeting held on Monday, 8th May 2017 in Ardgay Hall at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Betty Wright, Chair (BW), Silvia Muras, Vice Chair (SM), Marion Turner, Treasurer (MT), Leslie Pope, 
Secretary (LP), Andy Wright (AW), Sheila Lall (SL), Rob Pope (RP),  
Apologies: Buster Crabb (BC) 
Police Scotland: No representative                                Minutes Secretary: Mary Goulder 
 
Items 1/2. Welcome/Apologies (as above) Chair Betty Wright welcomed everyone and with no police report available 
proceeded through the agenda. 
Item 3. Minutes of last meeting. The minutes of the March meeting were approved as a true and accurate record, 
proposed: Marion Turner; seconded: Rob Pope.  
Item 4. Matters arising. (1) Dropped kerb opposite Ardgay Stores. Owing to changes in job title and description, John 
Clark, CWO, has noted the problem and will respond in due course. (2) Culrain phonebox. Phone box would be an ideal 
siting for a defibrillator. There is no defibrillator on this side of the Kyle; the nearest, in Bonar Bridge, is too far away to 
be of any use in an emergency. SSE Resilience Fund to be approached for help with funding two defibrillators, one each 
for Ardgay and Culrain. The fund is open until the end of the 15th June. SM Action. (3) Oakwood Place path. Matt Dent 
and Rhonwen Copley are liaising re this project. Bags of stones to be delivered from Travis Perkins. (4) Footpath around 
Drovers Square. Chosen route will remain. (5) Sutherland Community Partnership. MT attended the recent meeting 
which focussed on drug and alcohol abuse issues. Also communities urged to submit lists of their priorities for works in 
each area; this CC has a list of priorities which will be given to SCP.  Action BW. A survey of all Sutherland residents is 
available with everyone encouraged to complete and return either online or hard copy. Of the survey responses received 
so far transport appears to be the most concerning issue. References within the meetings appear to refer to Bonar and 
Ardgay as one area. The next meeting will be in Lairg on 19th May. RP and LP volunteered to attend if possible. 
Item 5. Police report. Email report received indicated three advise/assistance calls, two road traffic matters, and five 
speeding offences. 
Item 6. Chairperson’s report. (1) Secretary’s mailbox. Various problems recently have resulted in some circulation 
issues which also included confusion over the use of Facebook. It was decided that the email 
secretary@ardgayanddistrictcommunitycouncil.org.uk should remain as the contact point for people accessing the CC 
for any reason with the Facebook page being used to disseminate information from the CC to the public. Contact via the 
website does go directly to ‘secretary@...’ Emails received by the Secretary will be forwarded to CC members as before. 
(2) AGM will be held on 12th June. This will include the annual reports from the Chair and Treasurer, the BTWF report 
(RP) and the BnO report (MT). SM will give a report on the Newsletter. A THC Cllr should be in attendance but failing 
this MG will take the Chair for the purpose of conducting the office bearers’ elections.  
Item 7. Secretary’s report. All relevant correspondence has been circulated. BW agreed to complete the survey for HM 
Fire Service Inspectorate. Third Sector Assembly will be on 23rd June in Inverness. Bank of Scotland branch in Bonar 
Bridge will cease operation on 5th September. No details available as yet regarding the proposed mobile service; nearest 
open branch will be Tain. Survey of Hall users will be completed by SM who also volunteered to represent the CC on the 
Hall Committee. A recommendation will be made for the installation of a child safety gate at the steps in the hall and that 
something be done about the unused notice board by the front door. 
Item 8. Treasurer’s report. (MT) The 20th April 2017 balance at the bank is £ 18,063.22 of which £ 17,844.61 are   
restricted funds. The Admin/General Fund has £218.61 available to carry out the business of the CC.  
The balances of the restricted funds are: Toilet Caretaking - £1,429.76, BTWF - Community Projects - £145.15, 
Newsletter - £5,267.50, BNO - £10,202.20, EON Path - £800. MT advised that the end of year accounts were finalised in 
April and are currently with auditor prior to the AGM. 
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Item 9. Ardgay Public toilets. Supplies will continue to come from THC via John Clark. Sheena Shaw, newly appointed 
caretaker, has submitted her first invoice. The toilets are open for the season. 
 Item 10. Regular updates: 
(1) Planning issues – Tain 3-18 campus. Much concern over the 3-18 campus model which will disadvantage rural 
children at their transition from village schools to secondary, the Tain children having been on site since aged 3 years. 
The lack of inclusion in activities, e.g. swimming, highlights the issue, leading to marginalisation of small schools. The 
overall plan for the school aims to put too much into one site. CC to write to Planning with comments and also to support 
many of the good comments already submitted by others. AW Action. 
(2)  Newsletter. (SM) SM was congratulated for another good issue. 25th May is copy date for the summer edition. The 
application for ISSN (International Standard Serial Number) was successful. The newsletter has been assigned two 
ISSN, one for the hard copies and another for the online format. This will allow incorporate a bar code in future 
newsletters and sell copies on any outlet. Articles relevant to the Garvary wood extraction were requested. A box with 
highlights from CC meetings could be introduced, bullet-point format. LP will draft suggestions for SM.  
LP/SM Action. 
(3) Ardgay Regeneration. BW reported that at the recent CARES conference, attended by herself and AW, the 
delegates were very impressed by the ongoing projects in the Kyle of Sutherland area perceiving this as a very vibrant 
area in which to live. Work on the Lady Ross site is due to start in the coming week with Valerie Houston as Project 
Manager. Albyn Housing workers will access the site from the rear to minimise disruption at the front of the site. 
(4) Broadband. CBS press release indicates that Scottish Government subsidy is available to help with the cost of 
satellite installation in areas where superfast broadband rollout will not be available. 
(5) Windfarms. (1) Braelangwell. CC has responded to Scoping document. (2) SSE & E.ON Community Fund Panel 
requires a community representative from the Ardgay area. Anyone interested should complete a nomination form. An 
election will be held ahead of the AGM in June if more than one nomination is received. 
(6) Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. Falls of Shin project completed with a ‘Celebra Shin’ event on 13th May. Two 
jobs within the Trust have been advertised. 
 Item 11. Highland Council. Recent local government elections saw the return of Linda Munro and Hugh Morrison as 
councillors for this Ward with the addition of Kirsteen Currie. They will decide as to how to work with local CCs. MG will 
write with congratulations and also give dates etc of meetings for the rest of the year. MG Action. 
Item 12. Any other competent business. (1) MT to send link to BW regarding Census population figures. MT Action. 
(2) SL advised that she will be standing down from the CC at the AGM due to pressure of other commitments. She still 
plans to attend meetings whenever possible. She was warmly thanked for her input to and support of the CC during her 
time as a councillor. 
Item 18. Date and time of next meeting.  The meeting will be held on Monday 12th June at 7pm in Ardgay Hall. This 
will be the AGM which will take place ahead of the regular monthly meeting, with the Achany Panel election if required 
also taking place first thing that evening. 
Beinn Tharsuinn/Beinn nan Oighrean Community Benefit awards. 
At the private meeting following the CC’s monthly meeting, application by The Friends of the Bradbury Centre was 
approved, subject to match funding, with an award of £500 towards a music and alternative treatments project. Kyle of 
Sutherland Development Trust’s Keep Active Together project also received an award of £1,500. 

Meeting closed 9.16pm. 
 
 

Minutes approved 12/06/2017 
 


